HA-1516 1858; 1930's

Bristow House

615 N. Hickory Avenue
Bel Air

private

This cosy cottage, c. 1935, surrounds a much older two room tenant
house, which belonged to Colonel Webster's estate "Ingleside". The
big house was razed in 1978, so the interior two rooms of this house
are all that remain of the estate. The varying gable roofs of the house
and particularly the steep pitched front dormer with its round-headed
window are quaint without being cloying.
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This small cottage is at 615 N. Hickory Avenue in the Town of Bel Air, Harford
County, Maryland. It is a two story, four bay,L-shaped, shiplap-sided structure
with various slate gable roofs. The front (west) elevation shows the north two
bays with their own steep gable roof. The south two bays have a different gable
roof broken in the middle by a steep gable dormer with a triangular vent and a
round-headed 6/6 double-hung sash window. The first story of this section has
the door (north) and a window (south). Shading the front door with its single
pane over panel sidelights is a one bay gable roofed porch carried on square posts.
The one and a half story ell is behind the south two bays; a single story kitchen
addition is on the south elevation of the ell; its shed roof slopes down to the
south. The back door is on the east elevation of the shed, sheltered by a shed
roofed hood on wrought iron brackets. The rear elevation of the north two bays
shows a very steep gable roof sloping down over an enclosed porch and having two
shed-roofed dormers breaking the slope. An outside end chimney is on the north
elevation. A1l the windows are 6/6.

The interior has a long living room across the front (west). Behind that
(southeast) is the kitchen, in the middle is the dining room, and to the northeast
is the enclosed porch which serves as a library. There are three bedrooms and
two baths upstairs.
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This L-shaped cottage with various gable roofs and a steeply pitched front gable
was constructed in the 1930's around a very small tenant house on Colonel Webster's
estate "Ingleside". The present owners, Andrew and Mary Bristow, are mainstays of
the Harford County Historical Society. Mary Bristow is a writer and local historian.
According to her the house was only one room up and down well into the 20th century.
In Colonel Webster's will, probated in 1893, the house was mentioned as "the small
house in which Henry Osborn now lives". Around 1900 Howard Coale, a farmer for
J. Edwin Webster, lived there.

The estate was devised to Ida W. Hunter (Mrs. J. Abell Hunter), Colonel Webster's
daughter (will 11/315). 1In 1907 she sold it to her brother J. Edwin Webster for
$1500 (122/178). He mortgaged it in 1921 (175/301) and defaulted in 1932. It was
sold at public auction (223/211). At the time the property was 73 acres. In 1935
Henry T. Crocker and Edwin H. W. Harlan bought 35 acres (237/266). In 1937 Adelaide
D. Grant bought this house (244/367). It was either under her ownership or that of
Crocker and Harlan that the house was enlarged to the present size.

In 1961 Anthony and Doris Lombardi bought it (577/276) and in 1964 the
Bristows bought it (655/495).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property occupies parcel #336 in the Town of Bel Air, 89' x 200'
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Bel Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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